WHAT   THE    PEOPLE    DID   NOT    KNOW

Ruiz-Fornell, how things were, he told me that two
Brigades were completely demoralised and a good many
troops were simply returning from the Front; that in five
days of the offensive our forces were completely spent, for
they had had nothing but cold rations and had been mown
down by intensive fire from enemy aviation and artillery.
The Army Corps which I was to command was composed
of four Divisions, and I was surprised to hear that I could
only count on fourteen pieces of artillery. Three-quarters
of our materials had gone to be repaired. In such circum-
stances I was ordered to continue the offensive. I informed
the Command of the uselessness of this, but the order
stood. The men's condition was such that although I was
able to re-establish discipline and raise their morale, all
attempts to lead them in attack were useless. One Brigade,
the 13th International, left the Front. It had asked to be
relieved because of its extraordinary state of exhaustion,
but this had been refused. I should like to mention as a
very significant fact that I was given command of these
forces in the full knowledge that I had made written
opposition to the action in which they were engaged, and
that I had no confidence in its success. On this, as on
other occasions throughout the campaign, the Communist
clique sought means of giving me commands in which I
could only fail. Fortunately, luck was with me, and they
were not successful.

I may as well point out here, what tactics the Communist
Party usually followed in their relationships with the
Commanders of the People's Army. They treated as
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